
Preparing for the AP Test: Self- Evaluation 
 

1. With which essay are you most concerned: Poetry, Prose, or Free Response?  What are your strengths 
and weaknesses concerning this type of essay?  Organize your essays and read over errors and 
suggestions.  Read over samples of papers you admire.  REVIEW What AP Readers Long to Read. 

 
2. Look over and KNOW every element on the Lemon Bay AP Resource Handbook on the website.  

 
3. Highlight the literary elements/terms below with which you are least uncomfortable, review  

definitions and notes examples from works: 
 
Satire: (see also “Satire” handout) 

 Bemused= Horacian 
Misanthropic= Juvenalian 
Monologue/ Parody/  Narrative 
persona/projector 
 
Techniques of Satire- (see also satire handout on website) 
 Hyperbole 
      Understatement 
      Humor 
      Paradox 

Antithesis 
Invective 

      Irony (Verbal, Dramatic, Situational) 
      
Thematic Development 
 Exposition 
 Settings-  why?  Patterns?  Contrasts? 
 Climax-turning points 

Conflicts: internal/external 
Denouement 
Comic Relief 
In medias res 
Deus ex machina 

     Motifs 
 Archetypes 
 
 Diction: (see also tone and style vocabulary)  
connotation 
denotation  
cacophonous 
euphonious 
euphemistic 
 
Character: 

Antagonist 
Protagonist 
Round/Flat 
Foil 
Motivation 
Dynamic/Static 
Persona/ Projector 
Direct/ Indirect  
Stock or stereotyped 
Major/ minor 



Doppelganger 
Heroes- Byronic / classic/anti/ tragic 
Confidant(e) 
Dystopian features 

Literary movements or criticisms and their characteristics: 
 Impressionism 

Naturalist 
Marxism 
Feminism 
Psychoanalytic 

 Realism  
 Romanticism 
 Regionalism 
 Classicism 
 Existentialism 
 Modernism 
 
Tragedy:  

Definition of… 
 Catharsis 
 Pathos 
 Peripetia 
 Anagnorisis 
 Hamartia 
 Hubris 

Tragic flaw 
 
Poetry: Metaphysical: Conceits/ imagists 
 Narrative Poetry: Ballads/Epics 
  Dramatic Poetry: Dramatic Monologues/ Interior Monologue      
  Lyric:  Sonnet/Odes/Elegies/ pastoral/epigram/idyll/ 
 
Poetry Terms: (see also explication sheet/ notes and glossary 
 Understatement/ overstatement 
 Apostrophe/antithesis/ 
 Figurative  language, synecdoche/metonymy//paradox/ oxymoron/ pun/imagery/ 
parallelism, Stichomythia, paronomasia 
 
Structure of Stanzas: Couplet/quatrain/tercet/  sextet/ sonnet sequence/ turn/ conclusion/ free verse 
(open form), villanelle,  
 
Petrarchan sonnet vs. Shakespearean sonnet 

 
Sound effects- Blank verse-- iambic pentameter/caesura/ enjambment/ end-stopped/ run-on lines/ 
cadence / approximate rhyme/ slant rhyme 
Consonance/alliteration/ assonance/onomatopoeia 
 
Symbolism/ Allegory 
 
Genre 
picaresque/bildungsroman/  
farce/stream- of consciousness/ interior monologue/ / parable/ anecdote/ epic/ mock heroic/ satire/ 
social commentary/ dystopian fiction/epistolary/Gothic/ 
 
Point of View 

     First : Major/Minor/Innocent Eye/ 
     Second:   



     Third: Limited/Omniscient/ Objective 
 
 
 
Look over notes and quizzes you have taken on your vocabulary and terminology.  

 
Brainstorm a list of at least ten additional archetypal themes, settings, characters, and 
symbols we have encountered this year and jot down novels and plays which would befit an 
essay on these themes.  For example… 

 
1) an unsuccessful attempt at recreating the past 

 
2) contrasting settings which articulate a theme 

 
3) bird symbols 

 
4) the ambiguous villain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


